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Minutes of the Meeting of the Valhalla Volunteer Fireman’s Benevolent Association of January 6, 2026

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM by President Thomas.
Board members present were  Rich Thomas, Eben Turnure, Rich Zerbo,  Luis Herera, Robert Truslow.  Seventeen members were present.
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of our country. 
Minutes of the October 7, 2025 Meeting were read and accepted.
2026 Board nominations and elections were held.  Motion by E. Turnure,  seconded and approved by membership for the Secretary to cast one ballot for each member of the existing Board for 2026.  Dan Oderofero and Charlie Gronewaegan from the Engine Company and Alphonso Tarantino from Independent were nominated and unanimously elected as Trustees.
Treasurers Report : Rich Zerbo provided a complete overview of 2025 expenditures and receipts. 
New Business : Discussion held on our updated Constitution and By Laws reflecting modifications permitted by updated New York State law. Minimal recommendations from the floor followed which will be incorporated.  Motion from the floor, seconded  and passed unanimously to accept the updated by-laws with minimal changes as offered from the floor.
Motion by R. Zerbo, second by E Turnure to continue retainer with C. Thomas to maintain and update the Association website. Motion carried by floor vote.
Discussion held on recruitment and retention of firefighters. Discussion on the Benevolent Association working with the existing effort of the two companies .  Several members present indicated a disconnect between the two companies resulting in duplication of effort and lack of progress.  Discussion on the Benevolent Association becoming involved and perhaps leading the effort. Truslow will communicate with  members to start.  
Meeting adjourned at 7:45 PM
Respectfully submitted,

Robert Truslow, Secretary
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